The Sirumalai hills, situated in the southern most part of the Eastern Ghats in Tamil Nadu are known for their rich biodiversity for their close location to the Kodaikanal hills of the Western Ghats. They lie in Dindigul district, between 10 and at altitudes ranging from 400 to 1650 m. The lower hill ranges consist of highly disturbed scrub forests while tropical dry deciduous forests occupy the major portion of middle hill ranges. Semi-evergreen forests occur in the higher elevations and along valleys. Woodland savannahs are found along slopes. Bestowed with several endemic and medicinal plants, these hill ranges are facing severe threats owing to the growing anthropogenic disturbances and increasing coffee estates, rubber plantations, orchards and cultivation of several vegetable crops.
In spite of their rich plant wealth, the Sirumalai hills, have not been completely studied floristically in the recent times except A Pocket Flora of the Sirumalai Hills, South India (Pallithanam 2001) . It enumerates 895 species belonging to 536 genera of higher plants (excluding exotics). However, this work was compiled by K.M. Matthew based on the collections made by J.M. Pallithanam during 1955 Pallithanam during -1960 Subsequent to this pioneering work, for nearly half-a-century, only a few collections (Karuppusamy et al. 2001; Kottaimuthu et al. 2008 a&b) 
